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he reached the door and said: ' My first indiscretion neces-
sitates a second. You will of course communicate this
matter to Berlin. In doing so, do not make use of your
cypher, number so-and-so; we have been in possession of
that for years, and as matters stand our people would at
once conclude that I was the source of information. You
must further oblige me by not suddenly giving up the com-
promised cypher, but using it a few months longer for un-
important telegrams/ At the time I thought, in the tran-
quillity resulting from this communication, that I might
infer the probability of only one of our cyphers being in
Russian hands. It was specially difficult to keep a cypher
secure at St. Petersburg, because all the embassies were of
necessity obliged to employ Russian servants and subor-
dinates in their households, and it was easy for the Rus-
sian police to procure agents among these.

At the time of the war between Austria and France,
the Emperor Alexander, in the course of a confidential
chat, complained to me of the violent and offensive tone in
which Russian politics were criticised in the correspond-
ence between German princes and members of the imperial
family. He ended his complaint of his relations by the
indignant words: ' What is specially offensive to me in
the matter is that my German cousins send their rude
remarks through the post in order that they may be sure of
coming to my personal knowledge/ There was no malice
in the Emperor's admission; he was simply under the im-
pression that it was his right as a monarch to make him-
self acquainted, even by such means as these, with the cor-
respondence which passed through the Russian post office.

In Vienna, too, similar arrangements used to subsist.

Before the construction of railways there were times when
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